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cal ability has been uncommonly tardy, there are many — and their num- 
ber is increasing — who have a sincere admiration for his gifts and have 
learned to value very highly those translations of his in which he has 
not been afraid to alter, not harshly and crudely, what would jar upon 
our unaccustomed ears, and to add rich treasures from his own fine 
imagination. It is not every one who could be trusted with this 
license, but he never abuses it. 



13. — The History of Napoleon the First. By P. Lanfrey. Vol. III. 
London: Macmillan & Co. 8vo. pp.616. 1876. 

Perhaps no present estimate of Napoleon can add anything of moment 
to the volumes which have been inscribed with his name. Yet M. Lanfrey 
has undertaken to give us a true history of this great military leader. 
The third volume, which is now before us, can hardly be said to fulfil the 
promise more satisfactorily than the preceding ones. It contains many 
passages of great power ; but we are not prepared to believe that the 
modern Hannibal has yet found his Livy in Sir Walter Scott or in M. 
Lanfrey. The present work is undoubtedly published with the view of 
superseding " The Consulate and the Empire " of M. Thiers. But the 
eloquence of that venerable statesman will lose nothing by comparison. 
If M. Lanfrey accuses M. Thiers of idolatry he can hardly free himself 
from the charge of asperity. M. Lanfrey's method of treating history 
is peculiarly cynical ; and his cynicism is peculiarly French. He seeks 
every opportunity of gratifying his hatred for the Emperor. He ex- 
tracts from Napoleon's correspondence, and prints in italics only such 
passages as display his character in its worst light. Absorbed in this 
system of persecution, the author often becomes scurrilous and abusive. 
However gigantic the crimes of Napoleon may be, the dignity of history 
must suffer from such epithets as " crowned villain," and in the follow- 
ing passage the author seems to have lost all self-control : " Let us not 
name punishment when speaking of this man, or, if we do, let us place 
him boldly in a rank superior to the rest of mankind, and in that case 
we shall only be doing justice to ourselves by thinking that we are 
beings of an inferior nature, made to be forever the prey and the play- 
things of a few privileged monsters." 

However objectionable such language may be, we cannot fail to ad- 
mire the almost scientific accuracy with which M. Lanfrey weighs the 
relative importance of the great themes which the period affords, and 
the nicety and precision with which the arguments are conducted. The 
evidence is often new and convincing, showing great research and in- 
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genuity. It is especially in his estimates and descriptions of cam- 
paigns that the author excels. The masterly manner in which he 
assigns to its place each corps or detachment, and the distinct light in 
which he displays the troops before the reader, display a profound knowl- 
edge of strategy. Every victory or defeat is scientifically accounted for. 
M. Lanfrey spares no pains in displaying what he terms the consummate 
cunning of the Emperor. The reasons which worked against a restora- 
tion in Poland, the treaty with the Turks, the meeting of the Emperors 
at Tilsit, Napoleon's journey to Italy at the time of the Spanish Invasion, 
and his conduct to Josephine have given the author ample opportunity 
for revealing the Emperor's finesse and his own ingenuity. The author's 
tribute to the military genius of Napoleon is made without reserve, but 
he considers that his political errors neutralized his military genius, and 
that finally the magnitude of his enterprises brought about the crash 
which no human power could avert. 

The most significant questions which M. Lanfrey attempts to settle 
in his History are these : Was Napoleon born without moral sense I 
Was he impelled by ambition or patriotism ? Was he the tyrant or the 
exponent of the French people t Was his course the course of events, or 
was his career one of unscrupulous, ungenerous, unjust, and systematic 
egotism t Has he not been handed down to posterity as the deified 
" child of destiny," the hero of ten thousand fights, the idol of the 
French nation ? Lastly, was he not that Napoleon whose name should 
ever be connected with the desolation of territories and the fate of 
immolated millions ? These questions are for all ages and all times. 
Napoleon will have his Livy and his Polybius ; but M. Lanfrey is far 
from being a wise or judicious historian. 



14. — The Alienation of the Educated Class from Politics: An Oration 
before the Phi Beta Kappa Society at Cambridge, June 29, 1876. By 
J. L. Diman. Providence : Sidney S. Rider, pp. 37. 

The literary feast-days at our Universities have been notable dur- 
ing the last two years for the breadth and foresight of their ad- 
dresses. Mr. Adams, Mr. Bullock, and Dr. Woolsey have honored 
themselves by choosing subjects which connect the educated class with 
the higher aspects of American politics, and Professor Diman has not 
yielded to them either in the choice of a great subject or in its clear and 
incisive treatment. If his oration is better in thought than in style, he 
is very bright in his condensed, almost epigrammatic utterances, and 
has spoken fresh and stirring thoughts to the class whose political 



